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Royal Salute
CELEBRATION

Diamond Pearl Golden Silver



● Royal Salute Celebration 
● Welcome
● Ice Breaker 
● Diamond, Pearl, Golden and Silver (DPGS) The Royal Path
● Celebration Best Practices 
● Centenarian Sorors 
● Q&A 

AGENDA



You Get A Crown! 

● Do you need new ideas for honoring sorors reaching milestones of 25, 50, 
65, or 75 years of service? 

● Learn about successful “Best Practices” celebrating our Precious 
Jewels…and our Centenarian Sorors. 

Let the Royal Celebration Begin!!!!! 

You Get A Crown! 

You Get A Crown! 



● Reigning Royalty

● Regal character or bearing: persons of royal lineage.

● Sisterhood & Service

Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) 

The Royal Path



Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition

● Which Supreme Basileus launched the first milestone 
recognition ?

● What was the first milestone recognition launched?



● She took equal delight in marking milestone 
years in Alpha Kappa Alpha as a way to honor 
members’ service.

● She saw the need for doing something for 
sorors, and under her administration the 
recognition for 25 years of service was 
established.

● The first recognition was held in 1976 at the 
Boule in New York.

Soror Bernice Irene Sumlin
19th Supreme Basileus, 1974-1978



● Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® Celebrates Its Royal 
Lineage 

● An active soror may voluntarily seek DPGS recognition by 
submitting a request to the AKA Corporate Office

● Sorors are honored and crowned in the following majestic 
categories 

Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition



Diamond Soror
● 75 Year Member  

● Medallion gift is from Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
®

Pearl  Soror
● 65 Year Member  

● Medallion gift is from Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
®

Golden Soror 

● 50 Year Member 

● Medallion gift is from Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
®

Silver Soror
● 25 Year Member

● Soror may purchase her silver medallion from Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
®

Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition



Our Royal Path and Royal Lineage shapes a narrative that 
puts sisterhood and service at its center always championing 

change to provide Service to all Mankind.

Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition



Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition
Chapter Celebrations

Pearl



Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition
Chapter Celebrations



Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition
Chapter Celebrations



Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition
Chapter Celebrations



Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition
Regional Celebrations



Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition
Regional Celebrations



Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition
Regional Celebrations



Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver (DPGS) Recognition
Regional Celebrations



Best Practices



● Notify your Basileus 
● Obtain the forms from (www.aka1908.com)

● Submit the documents to Corporate office in a timely 
manner.

What are the steps for a new DPGS Soror to be recognized?



Certificate & Medallion Forms



● Identify new DPGS Sorors
● Help DPGS Sorors submit the proper paperwork
● Provide a celebration for New DPGS Soror 

Recognition
● Provide New Silver Sorors with Life membership 

information

Chapter Best Practices 



● Founders’ Day Recognition of all new DPGS
● Celebration with a Certificate and a Crown/Sash
● Shower of Love Luncheon (Celebration of all Milestones)
● Chapter Meeting (Parades, special seating, luncheons, and Receptions)

How does your Chapter celebrate?

Chapter Celebrations 



Centenarian Sorors



Centenarian Sorors

● Definition: A Centenarian is an individual who lives to the rightful 
age of 100 or more years.

● The nation’s population is growing older with more people living
to 100 than in decades past.  

● More than 89,739 Centenarians living in the United States (2021)
● How many Centenarians are there presently in Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority, Incorporated® ?



● How many of you have Centenarians in your chapter?  

● Membership in Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. is for a lifetime.

● Centenarians have lived twice as long as most of us here.  

○ How do we help them continue to S.O.A.R. in service and strengthen 

sisterhood ties. 

*Through Engagement

*By Formal Acknowledgement

Centenarian Sorors



Engagement:

● Let them know that their membership is valued, and they are needed.

● Offer to cover their membership dues.

● Chapters with Golden, Pearl or Diamond sorors and Millennials, Gen X, etc. are  

intergenerational chapters.  

○ Important to engage all sorors of every age.

○ Plan chapter events and activities accordingly.  

How to Help our Centenarians Continue to S.O.A.R. 



Engagement:  Recommended Best Practices

● Assign a soror buddy to them to find out what their interests are and confirm 

limitations.

● Identify doable tasks that will be helpful.

● Assure timely receipt of committee meetings information.

● Plan to recognize members who have reached the ranks of a Centenarian.  

● Maintain tradition and give it a little enhancement

How to Help our Centenarians Continue to S.O.A.R. 



Formal Acknowledgement: 

● Recognition of members who have reached the ranks of a Centenarian.  

Best Practices and Recommendations

● Acknowledge Centenarians at  chapter meetings

○ Make a special delivery to them  (i.e., flowers, prepared meals, pashmina, etc.) 

before chapter meetings.  

● Research their history and broadcast it to your chapter via the listserv, social media 

pages, and the newsletter. 

○ Record videos of them sharing their history. Post “herstory”.  Many Centenarians are 

history makers or one of the firsts.  

How to Help our Centenarians Continue to S.O.A.R. 



Centenarian Sorors



Best Practices and Recommendations

● Examples:

○ Coordinate a birthday drive by or gathering with the approval of the 

Centenarian, family members, and when possible, involve the community.  Ask 

chapter’s Public relations chairman to assign a soror to cover the planned event. 

(Post in social media).

○ Request local media coverage. Utilize your contacts.

○ Attend the Centenarian’s church service during their birth month, or on a day, 

where they will be acknowledged, or just because 

○ Timely share accurate information about upcoming conferences. 

How to Help our Centenarians Continue to S.O.A.R. 



Centenarian Sorors



Best Practices and Recommendations

● Add a special tribute to the chapter’s Royal DPGS Milestone Celebration

● Reach out to their chapter of initiation and help reconnect or connect for historical 

purposes. 

● Prepare a special photo album and print photos from the Centenarian’s participation in 

any of the above

Let’s SOAR by celebrating our precious Diamond, Pearl, Golden and Silver Star Sorors and 

honoring our Stellar Centenarians.

How to Help our Centenarians Continue to S.O.A.R. 



Centenarian Sorors



Questions



Phyllis L. Jones
Chairman International DPGS Committee
Phone (901) 266-1563
PJones@aka1908.com



Diamond/Pearl/Golden/Silver Sorors Committee
Phyllis L. Jones 
Chairman
Phi Lambda Omega Chapter
Southeastern Region

Dawn Brown Benjamin
Member
Alpha Kappa Omega 
Chapter
South Central Region

Michelle Paramore
Member
Theta Omega Chapter
Central Region

Mary Anthony
Member
Theta Omega Chapter
Central Region

Nancy Gaskins 
Member
Xi Omega Chapter
North Atlantic Region

Robin Ott
Member
Rho Xi Omega Chapter
North Atlantic Region

Darice E. Richard- Mitchell
Member
Delta Kappa Omega Chapter
South Atlantic Region 




